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READER 
Ccafton Daving been 2 Ven 114 
which we never ſought, we 


continue to improve it to the further 
Explanation and Defence of our ſs 
much abuſed Profeſhon ; that, if 
poſſuble, People may fee, at leaſt the 
more Sober and Candid, that we are 
not at that diſtance from Truth, nor 
ſo Heterodox in our Principles, 
as we have been, by too many, either 
raſhly or intereſtedly Repreſented : 
But that indeed we hold the Great 
Truths of Chriſtianity, accord- 
' 1ng to the Holy Scriptures, an4 
that the Realities of Religion are the 
Mark we preſs after, and to diſ- 
abuſe an1 awaken People from their 
falſe Hopes and carnal Securities, 
A 2 under 


To the Reader. 


under which they are £00 apt to In- 
dulge themſelves, to their Irrepard- 
ble Loſs; T hat by our ſetting Chri- 
ttian DoCttrine in a true Light, 
an{ reviving ant! preſſing the Ne- 
ceſſe ty of a better Practice, They 
may fee the Obligation they are under 
to redeem their Precious Time they 
have loft, by a. more careful Employ- 
ment of that which remaznts, to a bet- 
ter purpoſe. In this Thort Vindica- 
tion of our miſtaken Principles, the 
Ingenuous Reader may. eaſily diſcern 
how Ill we. have been treated, an 
wh. at Hardſvips we have "TILE un- 
der, through the Prejudice of ſome, 
nd toe Unreaſonabl. Credulity of 
others, and thot we are a People i in 
I arneft for Heaven; and in that 
Way our Bleſſed Lord hath tro for 
Us. ta Gl 1OFy. 

A 


yi, TWP Ty 


) 


Truth of « God, 


As held by the People, called, 


Y the Obſervation we arc led t. 
make from Fra, Bugg* $ late BOOK, 
upon the Biſhop of Norw:c-'s gi- 


ving him his Recommendatory J.ctter ro 
the Cler gy, &c. inhis Diocels, to Re- 


| lieve, by a ColleQtion, the Neceſſitics 


of that Beggerly Apoſtate; a Copy ot 
which Letter the ſaid F. B. hath Pub- 
liſhed in his faid Book. 

And alto by the Obſervation we have 
made on the malicious Attempts oi the 
Saake 1a the CGirajs, 10 his Firſt, Second, 
and I hird Edjrions, which is a diſingenu- 
Qus and unjuſt Colle&tion from F. Buzg, 
2nd ſome other Delerters of things, tor 
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the molt part, long fince anſwered ; as 
alto lately by the Book Entituled, Az 
Antidote, &c. ( Though becauie his 
Second and 'Third Edition have fome 
Additions to his firſt, and that being 
new vamped, for a better Market, he 
may expect a Meltus inquirendum alter a 
while: Yet ſhould we tollow the Exam- 
ple of this Ratrtle-Snake, againſt the 
Church, of which he pretends to be a 
Member (but at preſent a ſuſpended one) 
we might, in Retaliation, not only ex= 
ceed the Cobler of Glouceſter, - but the 
Scotch Floquence, and that Maſter-Piece, 
the Ground ofthe Contempt of theClergy. 
And Laſtly, By the Obſervation we 
have made on the Relation ſubſcribed by 
{ome of the Norfolk-Clergy, dated,Ofob. 
the 12/h, 1698, We cannot forbear 
thinking, that as their Confederacy 1s 
dcep, 1o it aims at nothing leſs than the 
Ruine of us, and our Poſtcrity, by ren- 
dring us Blaſphemers,and Enemies to the 
Government, and to be treated as ſuch. 
The Norfo/k-Relation from the Cler- 
gy aforeſaid, charges the ſaid People 
with B/alphery : Firit, Acainft God, Se- 
condly, 


CRY 

condly, Againſt Jeſus Chriſt, Thirdly, 
Againſt the Holy Scriptares, with Contempt 
of Civil Magziſtracy, and the Ordinances 
which Jeſus Chriſt Inſtituted, viz, Baptiſm 
by Water, and the Lords Supper by Bread 
and Wine. And Laſtly, That the Light 
within, as taught by us, leaves us without 
any certain Rule, and expoſes us to the Blaj- 
phemies aforeſaid, with many others. Now, 
becauſe this Charge refers to DoCtrine, 
rather than Fact, or particular Perſons, 
we think our ſelves concerned to ſay 
ſomething in Vindication of our Profeſſi- 
on, and to wipe oft the Dirt thereby 1n- 
tended to be caſt upon us, in giving our 
Reaaer a plain Account of our Principles, 
trom the Perverſions of our Enemies. 

But to manifeſt how Uncharitably and 
Unjuſtly the ſaid Clerzz-Men have Re- 
flected upon the People called Quakers, 
with reſpect to the ſaid Charge, we are 
contented rheReager goes no further than 
their own Printed Relation, dated Nev. 
12, 1699, not doubting bur by that ve- 
ry Relation, and the Letters therewith 
Printed, he will meet with 1ntire Satil- 
+ faQtion, with reſpect ro the Reafonable- 
Ag nels 
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nels and Juſtne(s of the Qaters Proceed- 
ings in that Aﬀair, and how ready they 
were to come to the Teſt, and to bring 
the pretended Charge upon the Stage, 
and to Purge themſelves from the Guilt 
of the fame: Provided they might be 
accommodated with what the Comman 
Law allows Malclactors, viz, a Copy of 
their Indictment, but this could not be 
obtained. And tho' the laid Clergy have 
thought fit to Print the C harge in Ge- 

neral, without any Proof, we think our 
ielves obliged toV indicate our Pr oteſſion, 
by freely declaring (as now we do,with- 
out any Menta] Reſer vation) our ſincere 
hy of the very things they molt un» 

ultly Charge us with denving, 


I. Con. ermmg G () D. 


> Ecauic we declare, that God is a 

} God nigh at | Hand, and that he 1s, 

aCCor ding to his Promitec, become the 
Teacher of his People by his Spirit, ta theſe 
latter Days; and that True Be Pobvn are 
the T empbies for bin to VWath and Dwell in, 
as the Apoltle Teacherh ; and Experien- 
cing 
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cing ſomething of the Accompliſhment 
of this Great and Glorious Truth a- 
moneſt us, and having therefore preſſed 
People earneſtly to the Knowledge and 
Injoyment thereot, as the Bleſſing and 
Glory of the latter Days; We have been 
Tenorantly, or Maliciouſly Repreſented 
and Treated as Hereticks and Blaſphe- 
mers, as if we owned no God in Heaven 
above the Stars, and confined the Holy 
One of Iſrael to ow Beings : Whereas 
we believe him to be the Eternal, Incom- 
prehenſible, Almighty, AII wile, and 
Omnipreſent God, Creator and Uphold- 
cr of all things, and that he fills Hea- 
ven and Earth, and the Heaven ot Hea» 
vens cannot contain him ; yet he faith by 
the Prophet 1/azah, 'I'o that Dan will I 
have regargg/hat is poor, and of a contrite 


Ipirit, and which trembles at my word, SO 


that for profeſſing that which 1s the very 
Marrow of the Chriſtian Religion, vis. 
Emanuel, God with us,weare repreſent- 
cd Blaſphemers againit that God ; with 
whom we leave our innocent and ſatter- 
ing Cauſe. Iſaiah 7.14. 40. 28. 48. 
17. 00.1, 2, 2 Cor. 6, 16. Rev. 21. 3. 

II. Cons 


( 10) 
I. Concerning Feſus Chriſt. 


Ecauſe we believe, that the Word 
which was made Fleſh, and dwelt 
an-ungſt Men, and was, and is theonly 
Begortteroi the Father, fullof Grace and 
Truth; his beloved Son in whom he is 
well pleaſed, and whom we ought to 
hear in ?}] things; who taſtcd Death for 
every Man, and Þicd for Sin, that we 
might Pie to Sin ; is the Great Light of 
the World, and full of Grace and Truth, 
and that he lighteth every Man that com- 
eth into the World, and giveth them 
Grace for Grace, and L tehrt for Light, 
and that no Man can know God and 
Chriſt (whom to know 1s Lite Eternal ) 
and themielves in order to tre Convidti- 
on and Cozwer fron, without Reteivinge and 
Obeying this * Holy Light, and being 
zavoht by the Divine Grace ; and that 

without | it, 70 Remiſſion,zo Jultitication, 
»o Salvaticn (as the Scripture plentitully 
teſtifies) can be obtained, And becauſe 
we therefore preis tiie Nec/rry of Peoples 
receiving the Inward and Spiritual Ap 
PLarance 


GS 
pearance of this Divine Werd, in order 
to a Rzzht and beneficial Application of 
whatſoever he did ior Man, with reſpe& 
to his Liſe, Mirecles, Death, Sufferings, 
Relurrection, Aicenſion, and Mediation ; 
our Adverfaries would have us to den 
any Chriſt w4hout ze. Firſt, As to his Dt» 
vinity, becauſe they make us to confine 
him too within us. Secoxdly, As to his 
Humanity, or Manhood, becauſe as he 
was the Son of Abraham, David, and 
Mary, according to the Fleſh, he can't be 
in us,and therefore we are Hereticks and 
Blaſphemers : Whereas we believe him, 
according to Scripture, to be the Son of 
Abraham, David,and Mary after the Fleſh, 
and allo God over al], bleſſed for ever. 
So that he that is within vs, 1s alſo with- 
out us, even the ſame that laid down 
his precious Lite for us, riſe again from 
the cad, and ever liveth to make Inter- 
ceſſion for us, being the Blefled and a- 
lone Mediator betwixt God and Man, 
and him by whom God will finally Judge 
the World, both Quick and Dead : All 
which we as ſincerely and itedtattly be: 
l:eve, as any other Socicty of People, 
what» 


( 12 ) 
whatever may be Ignorantly, or Mali- 
ciou {ly Infinuated to the contrary, ci» 
ther by our declared Enemics, or miſta- 
ken Neighbours. Deut. 15. 18, Mic, 
£2. | Jobn i. i, 2,3. . Revs 22. 26, 


$11. C Ncernins the I Jl V Scriptures. 


Ecaile we Atlert the Holy Spirit 

to be rhe hir{t preat and general 

Rulc and Guide of true Chriſtians, as 
that by which Goz is Worſhipped, Sz 
Percacd, Conſcience Convicted, Duty 
Manifcſted, Scripture Unfolded and Ex- 
plained, and conſequently the Rule tor 
Underlitanding the Scriptures themlelves 
(imce by It they were at firſt given 
forth ) from hence our Adverſarics are 
pizaſcd to make us Blaſphemers of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, undervaluing their Autho» 
rity”, preferring our own Books before 
them, with more tov that purpoſe : 
Wrihereas vc, au Tl ruth and SUunCerity on 
liev” tnem to be of Divine Authority, g | 
ven by thc Inir:cation of God, thro? Fo. 
Iy Mcn ; the: ipcaking or writing them 


as they were moved by the Holv Ghoſt : 
Thai 
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That they are a Declaration of thofe 
things molt ſurely believed by the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, and that as they con- 
tain the Mind and Will of God, and are 
his Commands to us; fo they, i in that 
reſpect, are his Declaratory Words; and 
_ are Obligatory on us, and are 
Profitable jor Doctrine, Reproof, Correiti- 
0n, and Inſtruition in Righteouſneſs, that 
the Man of God may be perfect, and throuoh- 
ty furniſhed to every g 2004 Work, 

Nay, after all, fo Unjuſt i 15 the Charge, 
and fo Remote from our Belief concern- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, that we both 
ove, Honour and Preter them before 
all Books in the World; ever chooſing 
ro expreſs our Behet of the Chriſtian 
Faith and Doctrine, in the Terms there- 
of, and rcjefting all Principles or Do- 
Arines whatſoever, that are Repugnant 
thereunto, 

Neverthelels we are well perſuaded, 
that notwithſtanding there 1s ſuch an 
I:ixcellency 1n the | oly Scriptures, as We 
haye above declared, yet the anſ?avle 
and untlearaed in Chriſt s School £00 often 
Wreſt them to their own Deftruction, 

ng 
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And npon our Ref-c- 17 Carnal 
Conſtructions 0; t 11014040 3-2 made Un- 
dervaluers of $:- + Bur certain 


it is, That as the Lord hath been pleaſed 
to give us the Experience of the fulfilling 
of them in Meaſiire, fo it 1s altogether 
contrary to our Faith and Practice, to 
put any manner of Slight or Contempt 
upon them, much more of being guilty, 
of what maliciouſlly is ſuggeſted againſt 
us; ſince no Society of Profeſt Chriſti- 
ans In the World, can have a more Re- 
verend and Honourable Eſteem for them 
than we have, John 4. 24. and 16. 58, 
Rom. 1.19. Luke 1, 1,2. Tim. 3.16,17. 
2 Pet. J.16. 


IV. Concerning Magiſtracy. 


Ecauſe we have not acvely complt- 

ed- with divers Statutes, which 
have been made to force an Uniformity 
to what we had no Faich in, but the 
Teſtimony of our Conſcience againlt ; 
and becauſe for Conſcience take, we 
could not give thoſe Maris of Honour 
and Reſpets which were and are the 
ulual 
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uſual Practice of thoſe that ſeek Honour 
one of another, and not that Honour 
which comes from God only ( but Mea- 
ſure and Weigh Honour and Reſpect in 
a falſe Ballance, and deceirtul Meaſure, 
on which neither Magiſtrate, Ruler, nor 
People can depend ) We ſay, becauſe we 
could not, for Conſcience ſake, give Flat- 
tering Titles, &c. We have been ren- 
der*d as Deſpifers and Contemners of 
Magiſtracy : Whereas our Principles, of- 
ten repeated upon the many Revolutions 
that have happened, do evidently mani- 
teſt the contrary,as well as our Peaceable 
Behaviour from the beginning, under 
all the various Forms of Governmeatr, 
hath been an «rdeniable Plea in our Pa- 
vour, when thoſe that alſo have Profeſſed 
the ſame Principles of Non- Reſiſtance, and 
Paſſive. Obedience, have Quitted their Prin- 
ciples, and yet Qzarre! with us upon a 
Suppoſition that we will, in time,write af- 
ter thezr Copy; which, as nothing is more 
contrary to our Principles, Faith and 
Dattrine, fo nothing can be more con- 

trary to our conſtant Practice. 
For we not only really believe Mags- 
ftracy 


(16) 
flracy to be an Ordinance of God, but 
eſteem it an Extraordinary Bleſſing, 
where it is 4 Praiſe to them that do well, 
and a Terror to Evil-doers : Which that it 
may be ſo in this our Native Land, is the 
fervent Delire of our Souls, that the Ble(- 
ſing and Peace of God may be continued 
thereupon, Job 32.21, John 5.44. Acts 
5.29, I Pet, 2.13, 14- 


V. Concerning Baptiſm. 


Rcauſe we do not find in any place 

in the four Evangeliſts, that Jeſus 
Chrilt J/{:rated Baptiſm by Water, to 
come 1n the room of C:rcumciſion, or to 
be the Baptiſm proper to His Kingdom, 
which ſtands in Righteouſneſs, Peace and 
Toy in the Holy Ghoſt ; we are therefore 
render'd as Contemners of Chr:/*s Bap- 
tiſm: Whercas rhe Baptiſm of Jeſus 
Chriſt, of which he was Lord and Ad- 
mira{trator, according to the nature of 
his Oftice and Kingdom, is even by 
Jobz the Baptiſt declared ro be that of 
Fire (not Water ) and of the Holy Ghoſt, of 
which Water-Baptiſm was but the Fore- 
I runner, 


(17) 
runner, and is by them that now Practice 
it, called but the Outward and Vifible Sign 
of the Inward and Spiritual Grace ;, and 


' therefore not the Grace it ſelf ; which 


Grace, as the Apoſtle faith, is ſufficient 
for us, and which we Believe, Profels, 
and Experience to be come by Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the Su/taxce of all Signs 
and Shadows to true Believers; he be- 
ing no more a Jew or Chriſtian that 
is one outwardly, by the cutting or 
waſhing of the Fleſh, But he is a 
Jew and Chriſtian who is one inward- 
/y, and Circumciſion and Baptiſm is of 
the Heart, in the Spirit, and zot in the 
Letter, whoſe Praiſe is theretore not of 


| Men, but of God: And this Baptiſm 


Chriſt Preferred and Recommended at 
his Farewel to his Diſciples: in Reve- 
r2nce and Duty to whom, to ſay nothing 
of the abuſe of Water-Baptiſm, we de- 
cline the uſe thereof, Mark 1.8. Luke 2. 
16, John 1,17. Afts1.5. Rom, 14.17. 
Row. 2. 28, 29. 1 Cor.1.17, a Cor.12.9. 


B VI, Con 
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VI. Concerning Breaking Bread, &c. 


Ecauſe we alſo diſuſe the Outward 
23 } Ceremony of Breaking Bread, and 
Prinking Wine, which is commonly 
called the Lord's Supper, we are there- 
fore render*d Deniers and Contemners 
of the Lord*s-Supper ; whereas the In- 
ward and Spiritual Grace thereby ſigni- 
hed, viz. that Bread which came down 
from Heaven, which Chriſt prefers to 
the Bread the Fathers cat in the Wilder- 
peſs ( which did not keep them from 
Death) and that Cup which he pro- 
miſed to drink a-zew with his Diſciples 
in his Father's Kingdom, we not only 
Believe, but Reverently Partake of, to 
our unſpeakable Comfort, which is 
rightly and truly the Communion of the 
Body and Blood ot our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who ſaid, Except you eat the Fliſh of the 
Sox of Man, and arink his Blood, yoa have 
no Life in you, John 6.53, 63. For *tis 
the Spirit that quickens, the Fleſh profits 
nothing : Tt was alſo his Promite to all 
thofe that would open at his Knocks, 
Dit, 
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viz. That he would come 77, and Su 
with them ; which Inward and Spiritual 
Coming, we have both known and 
teſtified to; feeling the bleſſed Effets 
thereof in our Souls, and knowing the 
outward Breaking of Bread and Drink- 
ing of Wine in the way commonly 
PraQtiſed, is no moge than it 1s decla- 
red to be, viz. An Outward and Vilible 
Sign: Why then ſhould any contend 
about it, and render us Unchriſtian, 
for diſuſing what themſelves allow to 
be but an Outward and Viſible Sign? 
And that none can reaſonably believe 
to be an Eſſential Part of Religion, as 
is the Bread from Heaven ; of which 
the Outward is, at beſt, but a Signi- 
fication : But the Wine that Chriſt pro- 
miſled to Drink with his Diſciples a- 
new, is ſuch an Effential, that without 
it none have, nor can have Eternal 
Lite, Mat. 26. 29. Mark 14. 25. John 
6. 41, 50, 51, 58,63. Rev, 3. 20. 


B 2 _ VII. Cons 
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VII. Concerning the Light of Chriſt. 


Ecaute we Afﬀert the Sufficiency of 
the Lioht within, 1 IT being the Light 

of Chriſt, v2. "That if Men live upto 
the Tcachins thereof, in all manner of 
Faithfulncls and Obedience, they ſhall 
not abide in Darknels, but have the 
Light of Life and Salvation, and zhe 
Biood of Chrijt ſhall cleanſe chew from all 
$72: Our Adverſaries from thence con- 
ceive, that we undervalue the Rule of 
Holy Scriptures, and a// outward Means, 
as having no nced thereof, ſince we have 
ſuch a Vicans and Rule within us, and 
chat this leaves us without any certain 
Kale, and expojeth us to many Blaſphes 
mies, &c, Whereas the Light within 
{ or Chriſt by his Light inwardly 
Teaching) was never taught by us in 
{)ppoſirion to, or Contempt of any out- 
ward Means that God, in his Wiſdom 
and Providence, affords us for our Edi-* 
{cation and Comfort, no more than did 
that bleffed Apoitle, who ſaid, Tom need 
ot that any Man teach you, but as the 
Jam 
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fame Anoint ing teacheth you all things, and 
is Truth, and # no Lye, John 12. 46. 
x: John 1.6,7. 1 John 1. 2, 27. 


VIII. Concerning the Fatoer, the 
W. ord, an4l the Spirtt. 


| emp we have been very cautious 
in expreſſing our Faith concerning 
that great Myſtery, eſpeczally in fuch 
School Terms, and Philofophical Di- 
ſtintions as are Unſcriptural, if nor 
Unfound, ( the tendency whereof hath 
been to raile Frivolous * Controverſies 
and Animolities amongſt Men ) we 
have by thoſe that deſire to leffen our 
Chriſtian Reputation, been repreſented 
as Deniers of the Trinity at large: 
Whereas we ever helieved, and as con- 
ſtantly maintained the Truth of that 
bleſſed ( Holy Scripture ) Three, thar 
bear Record in Heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Spirit, and that theſe 
Three are Ore; the which, we both 
ſincerely and reverently believe, accord- 
ing toL John 5, 7. And this is fuffict- 

B 3 ent 
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ent for us to believe and know, and 
hath a Tendency to Edification and Ho- 
lineſs, when the contrary centers only 
in Imaginations, and Strife, and Perſe- 
cution, where it ruos high, and to Par- 
ties, as may be Read in Bloody Cha- 
racters in the Eccleſiaſtical Hiitories. 


IX. Concerning Works. 
—_— we make Evangelical Obedi- 


ence 4 Condition to Salvation, and 
Works by the Spirit wrought in us, to 
be an Evzdence of Faith, and Holineſs of 
Life, to be both Neceſſary and Reward- 
able; 1t hath been Infinuated againſt us, 
as if we hoped to be ſaved by our own 
Works, and ſo make them the Meri- 
torious Caute of our Salvation, and con- 
lequently Popiſh. 

Whereas we know, that it is not by 
Works of Righteouſnels that we can 
do, but by his own free Grace is he 
pleaſed to accept of us through Faith 
in, and Obedience to his Blefſed Son 
tae Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Hb, 5. 9, and 


12. 14. 
X. Of 
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X. Of Chriſt's being our Example. 


Ecauſe in ſome Caſes we have faid, 
the Lord Jeſus was our great Ex- 
ample, and that his Obedzence to his 
Father doth not exeuſe ours; but as by 
keeping his Commandments, he abode 
in his Father's Love, ſo muſt we follow 
his Example of Obedience, to abide in 
his Love : Some have been ſo ignorant 
( or that which is worle ) as to venture 
to ſay for us, or in our Name, that we 
believe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was 1n all 
things, but an Example. 

Whereas we confeſs him to be fo 
much more than an Example, that we 
believe him to be our moſt acceptable 
Sacrihce to God his Father, who tor his 
Sake will look upon fallen Man that hath 
juitly merited the Wrath of God, upon 
his Return by Repentance, Faith and 
Obedience, as if he had never ſinned at 
all, 1 John 2. 12. Rom. 3. 26. and 10. 
9, 10, Heb, 5. 9. 


B 4 XI. Con- 
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XI. Concerning Freedom from Sin. 


Ecauſe we have urged the Neceſlity 
of a perfe&t Freedom from Sin, 
and a thorough Sanctification in Body, 
Soul and Spirit, whilft on this ſide 
the Grave, by the Operation of the Ho- 
ly and Perfect Spirit of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, according to the Teſtimony of 
Holy Scripture, we are made fo Pre- 
tumptious, as to aſſert the fulneſs of all 
PerfeCtion and Happineſs to be attain- 
able in this Lite : Whereas we are not 
only 1enſible of thoſe humane Infirmi- 
ties that attend us, whilſt clogged 
with Fleſh and Blood ; but know 
that here we can only know in part, 
and fee in part : The Perfection of 
Wiſdom, Glory and Happineſs, be- 
ing reſerved for another, and better 
World, Johz 3. 24, 25. Fcb. 13. 20,21. 
Heb, 6. 


XI. Cys 
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XII. Concerning Worſhip to God. 


Ecauſe we ſay with the Apoſtle, 
that Men ought to Pray, Preach, 
Sing, &c. with the Spirit, and 

that without the Preparation and Aſſi- 
ſtance of it, no Man can Rz2htly Wor- 
ſhip God. { all Worſhip without , it be- 
ing Formal, and Carnal ) From hence 
Tgnorance or Envy ſuggeſts againſt vs, 
that if God will nor compel us by his Spi- 
rit, he muſt go without his Worſhip : 
Whereas nothing can be more abſurd, 
ſince without 1t no Man can truly call 
Feſus Lord: Belides, it is our Duty to 
wait upon him who hath promiſed, not 
to compel, but fill them with Renew- 
ings of Strength, that /o wait upon him, 
by which they are made capable to 
Worthip him acceptably, be it in Pray- 
er, Preaching, or Praiſing of God: And 
now warrantable our Practice herein is 
trom Holy Scripture, ſee Pal. 25. 5. 
37+ 7. 27. 14. 130. 5,6, Foſea, 12. 6. 
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XIII. Of God and Chriſt's being in 


Man. 


| we lay as doth the Holy 
Scriptures, that God is Light, and 
that Chriſt is Light, and that God is in 
Chriſt, and that Chriſt by his Light, 
lIighteth every Man that cometh into the 
World, and dwelleth in them, and with 
them that obey him, in his Inward and 
Spiritual Manifeſtations : People have 
been told by our Adverfaries, that we 
believe every Man has whole God, and 
whole Chriſt 1n him, and conſequently fo 
many Gods, and Chrilts, as Men : 
Whereas we aſſert nothing herein, but in 
the Language of the Holy Gholt in the 
Scriptures of Iruth ; and Meaz, no 
more by it, than that as God is in Chriit, 
{o Chriſt by his Spirit and Light, dwell- 
eth in the Hearts of his People, to com- 
fort and conſolate them, as he doth in 
wicked Mex, to reprove and condemn 
taem, as well as to call, calighten and 
zoſtruft them ; that our of that ſtate of 

Con- 
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Condemnation they may come, and by 
believing in him, may Experience their 
Hearts cured of the Maladies Sin hath 
brought upon them, in order to com- 
pleat Salvation from Sin here, and from 
Wrath to come hereafter, 2 Cor, 5.9. 
17h. 1.5. 


XIV. of Chriſt s coming both in 
Fleſh and Spartt. 


Ecaule the 'Tendency ( generally 
peaking) of our Miniſtry is to 
preſs People to the Inward and Spiritual 
Appearance of Chriſt, by his Spirit and 
Grace 1n their Hearts, to give them a 
true Sight and Sence of and Sorrow for 
Sin, to amendment of Life, and Pra- 
ctice of Holineſs: And becauſe we have 
often oppoſed that Doctrine of being 
attually Juſtified by the Merits of Chriſt, 
whilſt aa Sinners againſt God, by liv. 
ing in the Pollutions of this wicked 
World: Weare by our Adverfaries ren- 
derd ſuch, as either deny, or undervalue 
the coming of Chriſt without zz, and the 
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Force and Efficacy ot his Dcath and Suf- 
ferings, as a Propiriation for the Sins of 
the whole World. 

Whereas we do, and hope we ever 
ihall ( as we always did ) confels to the 
Glory of God the Father, and the Ho- 
vour of his dear and beloved Son, that 
he, fo wit, Jefus Chriit, rook our Na- 
ture upon him, was like us ia all things, 
Sin excepted : That he was horn of the 
Virgin Ma ad went about amons ft Men do. 
11:7 Good, aad workins many Miracles : 
that he was betrayed by Judas znto the 
Hauads of the chief Priefts, &c. That be 
ſuffered D-«:h under Pontius Pilate, the 
Roman Governour, being Crucified between 
two Thieves, and was buried in the Sepul- 
chre of Toleph of Arimarthea : Roſe again 
the third day from the Dead, and aſcenared 
into Heaven, and ſits at Goi”s Raht 
Hand, in the Power «nd Majeſty of his Fa- 
ther ; and that by him Goa the Father will 
one day J-aage the whole World, both of 

uick ana Dead, according to their W, orks, 

But becauſe we fo believe, muſt we 
not believe that Chriit aid, He that 
dwelleth with you ſhail ve in your John 14. 
| f 
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T inthem, and they irt me, &c, Chap. 17. 
When it pleaſea Goa to reveal his Son in me, 
Gal. 1. The Myſtery hid from Ages, is Chriſt 
in the Gentiles the hope of Glory, Col. 1. 
Unleſs Chriſt be in you, you are Reprobates, 
2 Cor. 13. Or muſt we be induftriouſly 
repreſented Deniers of Chriſt*s Coming 
in the Fleſh, and the Holy Ezas of it, in 
all the Parts and Branches of his Doing 
and Suffering, becauſe we believe and 
preſs the Neceſſity of Receiving and 
Obeying his Izward and Spiritual Ap- 
pearance and Manifeſtation of himſelf, 
through his Light, Grace and Spirit in 
the Hearts and Conſciences of Men and 
Women, to Reprove, Convict, Convert 
and Change them ? This we eſtecm 
hard and unrighteous Meaſure; nor 
would our warm and {harp Adverſaries 
be {o dealt with by others: But to doas 
they would be done to, is too often no* 
part of their Practice. 

Yet we are very ready todeclare to the 
whole World, that we cannot think Men 
and Women caz be ſaved by their belicf 
of the One without theSerſe and Experience 
of the Other ; and that is what we oppoſe, 


and 
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and not his Bleſled Maniteſtation in the 
Fleſh, We ſay that he then overcame 
our Common Enemy, foiled him in the 
open Field, and in our Nature triumph- 
ed over him that had overcome and tri- 
umphed over 1t in our Fore-Father A- 
dam, and his Poſterity : And that as tru- 
ly as Chriſt overcame him in our Nature, 
in Iis own Perſon, fo, by his Divine 
Grace being received and obeyed by us, 
he overcomes Satan 1n us: That is, he 
detects the Enemy by his Light in the 
Conſcience, and epables the Creature to 
refiſt him, and all his Fiery Darts; and 
finally, fo to Fight the Good Fight of 
Faith, as to overcome him, and lay hold 
on Eternal Lite, 

And this is the Diſpenſation of Grace, 
which we declare has appeared to all, more 
or leſs ; teaching thoſe that will receive 
it, to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, and 
to live ſoberly, riehteoafly, and godly in 
this preſent World ; looking for ( which 
none elle can juſtly do ) the bleſſed Hope, 
and glorious Appearing of the Great God, 
aid our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, &c. Tit. 2. 
11, 12,13, Andas fromthe Teachings, 

{'xpericnce, 
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Experience, and Motion of this Grace, 
we miniſter to others, ſo the very drift 
of our Miniſtry is to turn Peoples Minds 
to this Grace in themſelves, that they 
may all come to do, even the good and 
acceptable Will of God, and work out their 
Salvation with fear and trembling, and 
make their High and Heavenly Calling and 
Eleftion ſure; which none elſe can do, 
whatever be their Profeſſion, Church and 
Charatter : For ſuch as Men ſow they 
muſt reap ; and his Servants we are, whom 
we obey. 

Regeneration we muſt know, or we 
cannot be Children of God, and Heirs 
of Eternal Glory: And to be Born a- 
gain, 47 other Spirit and Principle mult 
prevail, to leaven, ſeaſon, and goverz us, 
[ than either the Spirit of the World, 
or our own depraved Spirits ] and this 
can be no other Spirit than that which 
dwelt in Chriſt, for unleſs that dwell 
in us, we can be none of his, Rom. 8. 9. 
And this Spirit begins 1n Conviction, and 
ends in Converſion and Perſeverance : 
And the one follows the other ; Con- 
verſion being ths Contequence of Cox- 

vittion 
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viding obeyd, and Perſeverance a natu- 
ral Frait of Converſion, and of being 
Born of God : For {ſuch Sin not, be» 
cauſe the Seed of God abides 1n them, 
1 John 3.7, 8, 9. but through Faithful- 
nels, continue to the end, ”and obtain 
the Promile, even Ever laſting Lite. 
But we do acknowledge that Chriſt, 

through Iis Holy Dozng ”and Suffering, 
( for being a Sou he learned Obedzence) 
has obtained Mercy of God his Father 
for Mankind ; and that his Obedience 
has an Influence to our Salvation, in all 
the Parts and Branches of it; ſince there- 
by he became a Conqueror, and /ed Cap- 
tivity Captive, and obtained Gifts for 
Mez, with divers Great Pr omiſes, that 
thereby we might be part akers of the Divine 
Natare, having (firſt) eſcaped the Cor- 
ruption that is in the World through Luft : 
In ſhore, we do Believe and Contels that 
the Ative and Paſrve Obeaiexce of Chriſt 
Jetus aifects our Salvation throughout, 
as well from the Power and Pollution 
of Sin, as from the Guilt ; He being a 
Conqueror as well as a Sacrifi ice, and 
both, through Suffering : Yet they that 

reject 
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reject his Divine Gift, ſo obtaincd, and 
which he has given to them, by which 
to ſee their Sin, and the {i afulnets of ir, 
and to repent and turn away irom it, and 
doſo no more; and nut wait upon God 
for daily ſtrength to refilt rhe FieryDarts 
of the Enemy, 2nd to be Comforted thro? 
the Obedicnce of Faith in and to this Di- 
vine Grace of the Son of Gud ; ſuch do 
not pleaſe God, nor truly are in a ſtate 
of true Cliriftianity and Salvation. Wo. 
man, {aich Chrilt, to the Samaritan, at the 
Well,baa/t rhou known the Gift of God, and 
who it is that ſpeaketh to thee, &c, People 
know not Chriſt, and God, whom to 
know 1s Lite Etcrnal, John 17. becaule 
they are Ignorant of the Gift of Ged, 
John 4. 10, viz. a meature of the Spi- 
ris of God that is given to every one to 
profit with, 1 Cor. 12. 7. which reveals 
Chriſt and God to the Soul. Fl and 
Blood cannot do ut ; Oxfora and Came 
briage cannot do it; 7 ongues and Philos 
ſophy cannot do it : For they that by 
Wiſdom knew not God , had theſe 
things for their I; /ſaom. They were 


O 
ſtrong, deep and accurate in them : 
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but alas, they were clouded, ſhut up, and 
ſet farther off from the Inward and Sav- 
ing Knowledge of God, becauſe they 
ſought for it in them, and thought to 
find God there. But the Kyy of David 
1s another thing, which ſhuts and no 
Wan opens; and opens, and no Man 
ſhuts: And this Key have all they that 
receive the Gift of God into their Hearts, 
which opens to them, the Knowledge 
of God and themſelves, and gives them 
quite axother Sight, Taſte, and Judgment 
of things, than their meer Education or 

Traditional Knowledge afforded them. 
This is the beginning of the New Crea- 
7104 of God, and thus it is we come to be 
New Creatures : And we are bound to 
declare there 1s no other way, beſides this, 
by which People can come into Chriſt, 
or to be true Chriſtians, or receive the 
Advantage that came by the Death and 
Sufterings of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Wheretore we ſay, and upan good Au- 
thorities,even that of our own Experience, 
and that of the Scriptures of Trath, 
Chriſt will prove o Saving Sacrifice tor 
them that refuſe him for their Example. 
They 
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They that reje& the Gift, deny the Grver, 
inſtead of denying themſelves 4aily for 
the Giver*s fake. / O that People were 
wiſe, that they would conſider their lat- 
ter End, and the things that make for 
the Peace thereof ! Why ſhouid they pe- 
riſh in a vain hope of Life, while Death 
Reigns ? Of living with God, who live 
not to him, nor walk with him ? Awake 
thou that ſleepeth in thy Sin, or, at 
beſt, in thy Self-righteouſneſs, and Chritt 
ſhall give thee Life! For he is the Lord 
from Heaven, the quickning Spirit, that 
quickens us by his Spirit, if we do not 
reſiſt it, and quench it by our Diſobedi- 
ence z vut receive, love and obey it, in 
all the Holy Leadings and Teachings of 
It, Rom. 14. 15. To which Holy Spirit 
we commend the Reader, that he ma 
the better ſee where he is, and alſo 
come to the true Belief and Advantage 
of the Doings and Sufferings of our Dear 
and Bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſaves from the Power and 
Pollution, as well as Guilt of Sin, all 
thoſe that hear his knocks, and opens the 
Door of their Hearts to him, that he may 
C 2 come 
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come in and work a real and thorough 
Reformation in, and for them : And {fg 
the Benefit, Virtue, and Efficacy of his 
Doings and Sufferings without us, will 
come to be liviogly applied and felt, and 
fellowſhip with Chriſt in his Death and 
Sufterings known, according to the Do- 
Etrinc of the Apoſtle ; which, thoſe that 
live in that which made him ſuffer , 
know not, though they profeſs to be ta- 
ved by kis Death and Sufferings. Much 
more might be {ſaid as to this matter ; 
Hut to conclude this Subjett, we wonder 
not that we ſhould be miſtaken, miſ- 
conſtrued and mil{-repreſented, in what 
we believe in order to Salvation, ſince our 
Betters have beea lo treated in the Prj- 
mitive Times ; nor indeed 6s tt only a- 
bout Derizes or Principles, for our P7a- 
fice in Worſhip and Diſcipliae have had 
the ſame Succels : But. thus 1s what we 
carneſtly defire, that however bold Peo- 
ple are pleated to make with us, rhey 
would not azceive themiclyesijn the great 
things of their own Salvation : "That 
white they would ſeem to @wn all to 
Chrult, they are not found diſowned of 

Chriſt 
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Chriſt in the laſt Day. Read the 7th of 
Matthew ; it is he that 1::rs Chriſt, the 
great Word of God, and aves what he 
enjoyns, Wit th — and by his 

Blefcd ff>.armnic, recommends, that is a 
Wiz !.:14er, that has founded his Houfe 
wec:l, and built with good Materials, 
and whote Houſe will ſtand the laft 
ſhake and Judyment, For witich cauſe 
we are often plain, cloſe 2nd earneſt 
with People to confider , that Chriit 
came ngt to /ave them tz, but from their 
Sizs; and that they that think to dit- 
charge and relcaſe themſelves of Is Tov? 
and Bardez, his Croſs and Example (and 
ſecure them! lelves, by Compicmenting 
Chriſt with iis having done all for them, 
while he has wrought little or notyins in 
then, nor they parted with any thing 
for the love of him ) will finally awake 
ina dreadiul furpriſe, atthe found of the 
laſt Trumpet, and that irrevokable Sen- 
tence : Depart from me, ye workers of Int- 
guly, [ know you nor, Which terrible 
tad, may all time!) 7 avoid, by hearken- 
tg to Wildom's Voice, and turning at 
Iier Reprout,, that ſhe may leac chem in 
3 the 
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the Ways of Righteouſneſs, and in the 
midſt of the Paths of Judgment, that 
their Souls may come to inherit Sab- 
ſtance ; even durable Riches anda Righte- 
ouſneſs in the Kingdom of the Father, 
World without end. 


XV. Of Scripture, Satisfaction, an 
Fuſtification, 


Ecauſe we, with many others, have 
| denied that Ridged Satisfattion 
which ſome hold, as that God could not 
Poſſibly fave Men any other way than by 
Condemningand Puniſhing his Innocent 
Son unto Death, with the «tmoſt Ju- 
ſtice and Severity ; and that his Wrath 
or Juſtice is now /o fully Satisfied for Sin 
paſt, prefent, and to come, as that he 
will zow Look upon Man holy for Chriſt's 
iake, tho? azboly 1n himſelf, and as if he 
was in Chriſt, tho? not a zew Creatare, 
We are made Dezters of Chriſt's Satis- 
fattionat large, 
Whereas we Sincerely Believe our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt was that moſt _ 
| able 
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able Sacrifice to God for the Sin of Man- 
kind, that whatloever ſn is forgiven, is 
»ot forgiven only becauſe of Repentance, 
but for his ſake that ajed, __ offered 
him ſelf through the Eternal Spirit, an 
Offering once for all. 

The Dodrine of SatisfafFion and Yu. 
ſtification truly underſtood are placed in 
{o ſtritan Union, that the one is a nece(- 
ſary Conſequence of the other, and what 
we ſay of them, is whatagrees with the 
ſuffrage of Scripture,and for the moſt part 
in the terms of it ; always believing that 
in Poihts where there ariſes any difficul- 
ty,be it from the Obſcurity of Expreſſion, 
Miſtranſlation, or the Duſt raiſed by the 
Heats of Partial! Writers,or Vice Critichs 
it 1s ever beſt to keepcloſe totheText and 
maintain Charity in the reſt, We ſhall 
therefore firſt ſpeak Negatively, what we 
do not own, ( which perhaps hath given 
occaſion to thoſe who have been more ha- 
ſty than wiſe to judge us defettive in our 
Beliet of the Efficacy of the Death and 
Sufferings of Chriſt to Juſtihcation:) As, 
_ Firſt, We cannot believe that Chriſt 
1s the Canſe, but the Effect of Gods Love, 
(. 4 2Cs 
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according to the Ieftimony of the Be- 
loved Dt iſciple Jobs, Chap. 2. God bath 
To loved the Worla, that be hath given hi 
only Begotter von "HP the World, that whos 
{OC 'er be elrcvet in on bin ſbould wot periſh, 
but Nat Eves laſting Life, 

Seconil;y, We cannot fay, God could 
4t have taken another way to have fa- 
ed Sinners, than by the Death and Sut- 
terings of his Son, to fatishe lus Juſtice, 
or that Chrift's Death and Suftcrings 
were a /?rict and rigid Satisfaction for 
that Eternal Deaih and Miſcry que to 
Man for Sin and Tranſgreſſion :» For 
{uch a Notion were to make God's Mer- 
CY nee concerned in Man's Salvation ; 
2nd indeed, we are at too great a diſtanec 
frOM 115 ; Infinite Wildom and Power, to 
udge of the Liberty or Neceſſity of his 
Attings. 

Thirdly, We cannot fay Jcius Chriſt 
was the greateſt Sinner - the World 
( becauſe he bore our Sins on the Croſs, 
or becauſe he was made Sin for us, Wl 
REVEr Kimtw ary Sin) an Expriſſton Of great 
Levity and Tnſouns eſs, CT often [aid 
by great Preachers and P rofeil __ Ree 
FR 101, ] Fawrthls, 
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Fourthly, We cannot Believe that 
Cliniit's Death and Suttcrings /o ſatisfies 
God, or juſtifies Men, as that they are 
thereby accepted of God. They are, in- 
deed therebv pur into a State capable of 
being accepted of Got, and /rewgh tie 
Obedience of Faith, and Sanctification of 
the Spirit, arc in a State of Acceptance : 
For we can never think a Man juſtificd 
before God, wiule Scif-condemned; or 
that any Man can be in Chriſt, who 1s 
not a New Creature, or that Gpd looks 
upon Men otherwiſe than they are. We 
think it a State of Prejption, and not 
of Salvation, to call Jelus, Lord, and not 
by the Work of the Holy Ghoſt, Maſter, 
and he not Mzſtcr of vwur Aﬀections, Ste 
wviour, and not faved by him from Szz, 
Redeemer, and yet not redeemed by him 
irom Paſſtzuz, Price, Covetouſurſs, Vi'as 
tonneſs, Vanity, Homonr s, vain Frienalh os, . 
2nd Glory of this World : Which who- 
ever do, will Acceiv e- themſelves; fcr 
Cod will not be m205ked; ſuch as Dea for, 
{wcl waſl triey reaps. An d tho? Chriſt cid 
D:e for us, yet we mult, by the Aſſiſtance 
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Fear and Tremblizo : As he died ror Sis, 
ſo we mult die ro Six, or we cannot be 
ſaid to be {aved by the Neath and Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, or throughly Juſtified and 
Accepted with God. But now poſſitively, 
what we own, as to Juſtification comes 
next. 

We do belicve, that Jclus Chriſt was 
Our Holy Sazrtiice, and Attoxe met, and 
Propitiation ; that he bore our Intquities, 
and that by his Szripes we were healed of 
che Wounds Adam gave us 10 his Fall ; 
and that God 1s juſt in forgiving true 
Penitcnts, upon the Credir of that Holy 
Offering Chritt made ot himſelf to God 
tor us; and that what he did and ſuffter'd, 
fatished and pleaſed God, it being for the 
1ale of fallen Man that had ditpleaſed 
itm: And that by the Oftering up of 
!imfelt once tor all, through the Eternal 
Spirit, he hath for ever perfected thoſe 
{10 all times) rhat are landtified, who 
walk ot after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, 
Rom. 8. 1. Mark thar, 

In thort, Juſtification conſiſts of two 
parts, or hath a rwo-told Conſideration, 
Vit, Juitification trom the Guilt of Sin, 
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and Juſtification from the Power and 
Pollution of Sin, and in this ſenſe Juſtt- 
fication gives Man a full and clear Ac- 
ceptance before God. For want of this 
latter part, 1t is that ſo many Souls Reli- 
giouſly inclin'd, are oiten under Doubts, 
Scruples and Dilpondencies, notwith- 
ſtanding all that their Teachers tel] them 
of the Extent and Efficacy of the firſt 
part of Juſtification. And it is too ge- 
neral an Unhappineſs among the Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, rhat they are apt 
to cloke their own Active and Paſſive Diſ- 
obedience, with the Aftive and Paſſive Obes 
dience of Chriſt, The firſt part of Juſti- 


fication, we do reverently and humbly 


- Acknowledge is, only tor the fake of the 


Death and Sufterings of Chriſt ; nothing 
we can do, though by the Operation of the 
Holy Spirit, being able to cancel Old 
Debts, or wipe out Old Scores : It is the 
Power and Efficacy of that Propitiatory 
Offering, upon Faith and Repentance, 
that Jultihes us from the Sins rhat are 
palt, and it 15 the Power of Chriſt's Spi- 
rit 1n our Hearts that purifies and makes 
us acceptable before God, Por till the 

Heart 
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Heart of Man is turned from Sin, God 
will never accept of it: He Reproves, 
Rebukes,and Condems thoſe that enter- 
tain Sin there, and therefore fuch cannot 
be faid ro be in a Juſtified State; Con- 
demoation and Juſtification being Cor 
traries: $0 that tlicy that hold them- 
ſelves in a Juitified State, by the Active 
and Paſſive Obudience 0: Chrift, while 
they are not Actively and Paſlively Obe- 
ent ro rhe Spirit of Chriſt Jeſus, are 
under a {tr022 and a, 471g Cr O1s Deluſiozr, and 
ror CrY10g Out again't this Sin-pleaſin; y 
Inmg:aation, not tO lay DZoctrize, WC are 
Staged and Reproacie« , as Denters and 
Deipiſers of the Dcath and Sulrerings of 
2ur Lord Jclus Carilt, But be it known 
© ſuch, they add to Chriſt's Syfferines, 


_ and crucifie to themlclves 4/reg{ the Son 


ol God, and trample the Blood of the 
Covenant under thcir Feet, that walk 
unhoiily under a Protection of Juſtihca- 
tion; for God will not acquur the Guilty, 
nor juftihie the Dilobedivnt and Untaith- 
fitl. Such deceive rt nemlclves, and at the 
Great and Final fudgment their Scatence 
will not be, Coz ze Bleſſos, becaule It 
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cannot Þc [ard to them, YScſ! Done 
G02d and " atthfil, for they cannot be 
lo citeerned it at live and die in a Re- 
proveable and Condemnable State ; . bur, 
Go ye Curſed, &Cc. 

Wherefore, Oh Reader ! Relt not thy 
felf wholly ſatisfied with what Chriſt has 
done for thee in his Blefled Perton with- 
out thee, but preſs to know his Power 
and Kingdom whiz thee, that the trop 
Maz, that has too long kept thy Houle, 
may be board, and is Goods ſpoiled ; 
his Works deſtroyed, and Sin ended ; ac- 
cording to 1 John 3. 7. For which end, 
ſays that Beloved Dilciple, Chriſt was 
manifeſted, that all things may become 
N eW; New Heavens, ana New Earth, in 
which Righteouſneſs awels, Thus thou 
wilt come to glorifie God in thy Body, 
and ia thy Spirit, whict are lus; and 
live to him, and not to thy ſelf, Thy 

Love, ſoy, Worſhip, aid Obedience ; thy 
[_:te, Converſation, and Practice; thy 
Study, ! Viediation, and Devotion, will be 
Spiritual : For the Fatiier and the Son 
will make their abode with thee, and 
Chriſt will manifeft himlyt to thee; ws 

the 
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the Secrets of the Lord are with them that 
fear him: And an Holy Undtionor Anoint- 
zng bave all thoſe, which leads them to 
all Truth, and they need not the Teach- 
ings of Men : They are better Taught, 
being Inſtructed by the Divine Oracle ; 
no bare Hear-ſay, or Traditional Chriſti- 
ans, but' freſh and living Witneſles : 
Thoſe that have ſeen with their ows 
Eyes, and heard with their own Ears, and 
have handled with their own Haynas the 
Word of Life, in the divers Operations 
of it, to their Souls Salvation. In this 
they Meet, in this they Preach, and in 
this they Pray and Praiſe. Behold the 
New Covenant fulfilled, the Church and 
Worſhip of Chriſt, the Great Anointed 
of God, and the Great Anointing of God, 
in his Holy, High Prieſthood and Offices 
in his Church. 


XVI. Concerning the Reſurrection. 


Ecauſe from the Authority of Holy 
Scripture, as well as right Reaſon, 

we deny the ReſurreQtion of the ſame 
groſs and corruptible Body, and are w_- 
ner 
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ther over Inquiſitive, nor Critical about 
what Bodics we ſhall have at the Reſur- 
rection, leaving it to the Lord, to give 
us ſuch Bodies as he pleates (and with 
that we are well pleated and fatisfied, 
and wiſh all others were ſo roo.) From 
hence we are made not only Denters of 
the Reſurrection of any Body at all, 
however Spiritual, or Glorified, but Eter- 
nal Rewards too. 

Whereas, if it were true, as 1t 15 no» 
torioully falle, we were, indeed, of all 
Men moſt Miſerable: But blefſed be God, 
it is fo far from being true, that we moſt 
ſtedfaſtly believe, that as our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt was raiſed from the Dead, by the 
Power of the Father, and was the firſt 
Fruits of the Reſurrection; fo every 
Man in his wa Oraer ſhall ariſe, they that 
have done well to the Relurrettion of 
Eternal Life, but they that have done 
Evil to Everlaſting Condemnation. 

And becauſe we are a People, whoſe 
Fducation hath not aftorded us an Acca- 
racy of Language, ſome Paſſages may 
perhaps have been miſ-expreſd, or im» 
properly worded ; as for Inſtance, a 
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of us hath denied in his Book, the Soul 
to be Fizite, by which he plainly meant 
Mortal, or Final ;, to die, or have an end, 
which Fiz# {ignifes, from whence Fine 
comes, our uncharitable Oppolſers have 
concluded, we hold the Soul to be [finite, 
and conſequently God : Whereas the 
Words betore and atter, as well as the 
Nature of the rhings, ſhews plainly, he 
only meant that it 1s Eterza!, and ſo not 
Finite; that 1s, not '{ xrmizable, or that 
which ſhall come to an end. 

And alto, becaule we have not decla- 
red our iclves about Matters of Faith, in 
the many and C7ical Words that Man's 
Wildom teacheth, bur in the Words 
which the Hy Ghoſt tcacheth, we have 
been efteemcd cirher ſ[oworant or Equivo- 
cal and Urſound: Whereas it 15 really 
Matter of Conſcience to us, to deliver 
our Belief in ſuch Words as the Holy 
Spirit in Scripts. rcacheth ; and i we 
add more for Iiultration, it is from an 
Expericnce of the \\ork of the fame 
Spirit 1n our {clves ; which ſcems to us 
the-trueſt way of Fxpounding Scripture, 
in what concert! S2ymg Knowledge, 
| N VIN. Cox- 
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XVII. Concerning Separation, &C. 


Ecauſe we are ſeparated from the 
publick Communion ard Worſhip, it 

is too generally concluded, that we deny 
the Do#rives received by the Church, 
and conſequently introduce a new Reli- 
gion: Whereas we dffer leaſt, where we 
are thought to {fer moſt : For ſetting 
aſide ſome Scl:2ol Terms, we hold the 
Subſlance of thoſe Dettrines believed by 
the Church of Exgland, as to God, Chriſt, 
Spirit, Scriptare, Repentaxce, Santtification, 
Remiſſion of Sin, Holy Living, and the Re 
ſarrettion of the Juſt ana Ui T uſt to Eter- 
nal Rewards and Paniſhme;:ts, But that 
wherein we differ moſt, is about Worſhip 
and Converſation, and the Inward Quali- 
fication of the Soul by the Work of God's 
Spirit thereon, in Purſuance of theſe 
good and gencrally Reccived Doctrines. 
For *tis the Spirit of God only Convinces 
and Converts the Soul, and makes thote 
that were Dead in Treſpaſſes and Stus, 
and in the Luſfs, Pleaſures, and Faſhion: 
of this World, alive to God; that is, Sex- 
D ole 
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{ible of his Mind and Will, and of their 
Duty to do them; and brings to know 
God, and his Attributes, by the Power of 
them upon their own Souls; and leads to 
Worſhip God rightly,which is i» his Spi- 
rit, and in Truth, with Hearts SanQtified 
by the Truth, which is a living and ac- 
ceptable Worſhip, and ſtands in Power, 
not Formality, nor iz the Traditions, and 
Preſcriptions of Men, in Synods and Con- 
vocations, but in the Holy Spirit, Firſt, 
11 ſhewing us our real Wants; and then 
in helping or Iyfirmities with Sizhs and 
Groans,aud lometimes Wors's, to pray for 
a ſuitable ſupply for which we in our 
Meetings ware upon God, to quickex and 
prepare us, that we may worſhip him 4:- 
ceptably and Profitably, for they go toge- 
ther. Now becauſe we are fatisfed that 
all Worſhip to God, and Exhortations to 
Men, as Praying, Praiſpag, and Preaching, 
and every other Religious Duty ought 
to be Spiritually Pertormed ; and fading 
ſo little of it among Profeflors of Chri- 
itianity ; the Spirit of God having noc 
that Rule and Crardance of then, in their 
Lives and Worſhip, as It ought to have; 


and 
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and ſeeing them too generally ſatisfied 
with a Miniſtry and Worſhip of Maz's 
»aking, being not qualified, nor led by 
God's Spirit thercunto: - we cannot find 
that Comfort and Edification our Souls 
crave and want under ſo cold a Mini- 
{try and Worſhip. And for this caute, 
and no pre{umptious Contempt, or ſelfiſh 
Separation, or worldly Intereſts are we, 
and ſtand we at this day, a ſeparate Peo- 
ple from the Publick Communion ; and 
in this we can comfortably Appeal and 
Recommend our ſelves to God, the grear 
and laſt Judge of the Acts and Deeds of 
the Sons of Men. 


Laſtly. 


Ecauſe at the time of our Friends 

firſt appearing in this Age, there 

were a Set of People, newly ſprang up, 
and truly called Ranters, that were the 
Reverſs to the Quakers ( for they feared 
and quaked at nothing, but made a mock 
at Fearing of God, and at Sin, and at 
Hell ) who pretended that Love made 
Fear needlets, and that nothing was Sin, 


but to them that thought it to; "and that 
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zone {ſhould be Damned at laſt, whoſe ex- 
travagant Practices exactly correſponded 
with their Evil Principles : From hence, 
ſome, ignorantly, and too many malici- 
ouſly :invuived us and ours with them ; 
and many of their Fxorbitances were 
thereby placed to our account, tho? with- 
out the leaſt Reaſon, Truth, or Juſtice. 

And becaule {ome that were convinced 
of God's Truth, afterwards diſhonoured 
their Profeſion, thro* their Unfarthful- 
eſs to it; and that ſomg, out of weakneſs 
perhaps, may have improperly worded 
what they intended to ſay, the whole 
Body of our Friends have been made 
Criminal, and the Religion or Principles 
we profeſs, have been condemned, and 
repreſented to the World as Heyefte and 
Blaſphemy; an Uſage ſo unjuſt, that 
doutlefs, according to Lex 1allionm, our 
Adverſaries would think 1t intolerable 
to be fo treated by us. 

But as we defire not to render Evi/ 
tor Ev//, our Great Biſpop having taught 
us another Leſſon, and beiter Practices, 
ſo we defire God Almighty to forgive 
our Cauſic/s Enemies, for his Son's fake, 


The 
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& 2s we moſt freely and heartily forgive 


& them: Believing ſome may be zealouſly 
* affected for their Educational Form of 
” Recligion, and as zealous againſt us for 
our Separation, and we are the more in- 
clined to judge ſo, becauſe many of us 
were once ii the ſame way, and had ſuch 
thoughts of thoſe that were gone before 
us. But it hath pleas'd the Father of 
Mercies, to do by many of us, as he did 
by Saul, that Zealows, though Miſtaken 
Perſecutor of the f{incere Followers of 
Jeſus Chriſt, As 9. 3, 4, 5, 6. For as we 
heard an unuſual Inward but Powerful 
Voice, ſo we alſo had a more inward 
clear and diſtinguiſhing Sight, by the 
Illumination of that Light which was 
more than Natural, and ſhined into our 
dark and ſinful Hearts, 2 Cor. 4.6, 7. 
Letting us ſee them, as they really were 
in God's fight, which naturally affected 
us with deep Sorrow, and true Humiliat i 
on; making us willing to be any thing 
he would have us be, provided we might 
have /ome tenſe of his Love and Favour 
wards us. And blefled be his Holy 
219 Excellent Name, we can, without 
Vanity 
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Vanity, ſay (generally ſpeaking) We 
were not diſobedient to that Heavenly 
Viſion (As 26, 19.) we had of Him, 
our Selves, the World, and that Pro 
teſſhon of Religion, where we had our 
Education, And ſince by that ſight God 
gave us, we ſaw he was Pure and Holy, 
and that without Holineſs none ever 
could, or can fce him to their Joy, and 
that we were unfit to approach his oy 
Altar; yea, the whole World la 
Wickedneſs; and that Profeſſion o Re. 
ligion, where we had our Education, 
was ſo far from having the Power of 
Godlinelſs, that for the moſt part it mazxt- 
ed the right Form; from ſuch therefore, 
we had a Divine Author ity, 10 turn away, 
2 Tim. 3.5. Winch we did, not in a 
vaunting Mind, but with oreat Sorrow ; 
wanting to know where the Great Shep- 
berd of the Sheep fed Þ15 Flock, Car. 1.7. 
For we. deſired to be not of thoſe that 
rurncd afide from the Footſteps of the 
Flocks of the Companions. Nor was 1t 
Afﬀec&tation to Popularity, Singularity, or 
Novelty,that inzuc'd us toa Separation z 


but a fervent deſire to know the Lord, 
ad 
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and the Work of his Tranſlating Power 
upon our Souls, being in earneſt for 
Heaven, tho? for it we loſt all our Earth- 
Iy Enjoyments, Heb. 11.14, 15, 16. 

In this ſolitary and ſeeking State, it 
pleaſed the Lord to meet with us, and 
gather us into Families, or Religious So- 
cieties, according to Pſalm 58.6. And 
tho? it hath been a dear Separation to us, 
conſidering it colt us the loſs, at leaſt, of 
all things, and the great Sufferings and 
Afictions that have attended us 1n this 
deſpiſed Way, which Men have calld 
Hereſie, yet the Lord hath bleſſed us in 
it, with the Enjoyment of his Bleſſed 
Preſence, to our untpeakable Joy and 
Comfort. 

To conclude, as it hath pleated the 
Lord to bleſs us, in the way we have 
hitherco been helpr to walk in, withr 
that great Bleſſing which uſhered in the 
Birth of our bleſſed Lord inro the World, 
viz. Glory to God, Peace on Earth, and 


good Wit to Men: So we earneſtly defire 


the /ame upon all our Neighbours: For 


though we may not be all of oze Mind 


in ſome Dottrinal Parts of Religion, we 
mult 
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muſt of neceſiry be all of one Sentiment 
in the:great and general Duty of Holk 
zeſs, or Elſe we can never ſee God, ' Aft 
if that is our Prizcipal Aim and Endew 
vour, we ſhall leſs fall out by the way, 


about Words. Forms, and the outfide of . | 


» «i 


things; But Univerſal Charity ( which 
15 the oft excellent Way, and without 
which the beſt of Creeds is but as a 
ſounding. Braſs, &c:) Will ſilence Contro- 


verſie, and blot out all [ayominous Che 
ror; remembering that the Great © 


t the /aft Day, will determine 

i Scoring to our Names, bus 

3 not. our Profeſſor, but our 

rar A our bare Belief, ( thawigh. of 


——_— Eruths) but ork: bee. 


will bzing every UWo2k to 
tient, with every ſecret thing, 
it be Good 92 Evil, Keel-f. 12: So 


